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Politically, his course was neither easy nor un-
troubled. I have no desire, in this portrait of a per-
sonality, to weary the reader with forgotten Canadian
controversies or to revive political animosities which
have long since been stilled. Yet if I am to rescue
the Dufferin legend from the laurels which have grown
so thickly around it, it is necessary, before I examine
the essence of his success, to indicate the sort of
problems with which he was confronted.

He arrived at a difficult moment and only a year
after the Dominion had been consolidated. As a result
of the Durham report, Upper and Lower Canada had
been fused together with equal representation in the
Legislature. The effect of this fusion was that the
political parties were so evenly balanced that a state
of chronic instability was provoked. In 1867 the
basis of the Dominion had been broadened by union
with Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and Prince Edward
Island. In 1871 British Columbia and Vancouver also
adhered. Yet the inclusion of Manitoba had provoked
the rebellion of Louis Kiel which had been suppressed,
and not without difficulty, by Colonel Garnet Wolseley.
True it is that the storms aroused by these controversies
had by 1872 almost subsided ; yet they had left behind
them a heavy ground-swell which rendered navigation
difficult and even perilous. And behind it all were
the problems (always endemic in Dominion affairs)
of the French minority and of relations with the
United States.

His main difficulties arose over the Canadian Pacific
Railway. Two groups competed for this tremendous
concession and the Prime Minister, Sir John Mac-
Donald, brought strong pressure upon these groups